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began? Take your pick. First, there are 
the landscapes: it’s hard to resist the 
forever-photographed Val d’Orcia, with 
its zigzagging roads and gentle slopes 
ablaze with sunflowers, or Chianti, with 
its hilltop villages and endless sprawl
 of vines. Then there are the long, lazy 
Italian lunches, taken under a loggia, 
looking out over the olive groves. Or how 
about the  buzz of aperitivo time at sunset 
on a city  square?

numerous to count: Arezzo, Volterra, San 
Gimignano, Montepulciano, Cortona...

Tuscany’s not too cultured for a lazy 
day at the beach, though. You can join
the fashionable front row in Forte dei 
Marmi, rove round the rocky coves of 
Monte Argentario, take the kids to 
Giannella or go solo on the pine-fringed 
strands of the Maremma. 

There’s too much wine to drink, and 
too many delightful frescoes to squeeze 

THE DAYS OUT
EXPLORE THE HILL VILLAGES OF CHIANTI
We call it Chiantishire for a reason — it’s 
an amped-up version of the loveliest 
English landscapes, with better weather
and wine on tap. See it at its finest on 
this driving circuit. Begin in Greve or 
Panzano, both home to weekend 
markets. If you’re ready for lunch,  you 

medieval picture windows cut into the 
hill. End the day with a tasting — Chianti 
Classico, of course — at the charming 
Borgo San Felice winery and hotel 
(tasting from £4.50; borgosanfelice.it).

CLASSIC COUNTRYSIDE IN VAL D’ORCIA
Countryside doesn’t get much deeper than
the Val d’Orcia, a Unesco World Heritage 
Site south of Siena, where the rolling
 hills are aflame with sunflowers and the 

8  /  I TA LY



Document:/The Sunday Times/Editorial/Production/Pages/Print/The Sunday Times/Travel/2017-01-22/1GE-Travel-008.pgl          SUNDAY TIMES Print/General-0
Author:mogden     Date:23/01/2017 11:09:29

Members only The medieval penis-tree mural in Massa Marittima

Don’t be tempted by a
hire-car upgrade. Big 
cars have a habit of 
getting wedged into 

small hilltop 
towns
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